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Godės Work ĕ Our Hands  

Ruth Mushinksky -Dirlam Joins Staff  as  
New Administrative Specialist  

We are proud to announce the addition of our newest 
staff member, Ruth Mushinksky-Dirlam. Ruth will join 
our staff on June 1 as our new Administrative Spe-
cialist.  The Congregational Council unanimously 
voted to offer this new position to her and we are de-
lighted she has accepted. 
 
Ruth will be in the Parish Office Monday-Friday from 
9:30 am to 12:30 pm.  She will provide office support, administrative 
support to the pastors and leadership team, and serves as the  
primary welcome person for all guests to the building.   
 
Ruth can be reached by email at either: ruth@stluke.info or  
churchoffice@stluke.info.  She can be reached at the churchôs 
phone number (464-7897) and will have voicemail. 
 
Please stop by and welcome Ruth to our church staff. 

New Lutheran Study Bible Now Available  

 
This exciting new Bible features the NRSV translation as well as  
introductions, notes, and articles written by over sixty Lutheran pastors and  
teaching theologians. This resource is designed to invite readers to  
experience the Bible and its message through solid background material, unique 
Lutheran insights, and opportunities for faith reflection. Reader-friendly, inviting, 
and engaging, this is the perfect study Bible for both youth and adults who want to 
encounter Scripture in a fresh and new way!  
Biblical text is 10 point font; study notes are 7 point font. 
 

There are extensive study notes grouped into one of 
four areas:  
 
1) The World of the Bible explores the historical,  
cultural, and geographic background of a particular 
passage. 
 

2)Biblical Concepts explain key words or themes in the 
context of other parts of Scripture. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Treasurer  

Pastorõs Pen 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It hardly seems possible, but on June 1st I will have been serving 
alongside of you for 3 years.  I have learned a great deal in my time 
here and I consider it a blessing to have been called as your Associate 
Pastor.  I have been reflecting a little on those past years and in doing 
so, it has really energized me for what can happen in the next 3 years.  
Itôs hard to put my finger on what it is exactly, but I feel that St. Luke is 
on the cusp of really growing in not only active members, but in individ-
ual faith growth as well.  It really feels like we have been building some 
momentum with the start of 5 new Small Groups, the Church Health 
Team moving toward implementing some new ideas on how we might 
unleash ñpassionate spiritualityò throughout the congregation, and with 
the efforts made at our recent staff retreat as we look to new opportu-
nities in worship and learning together for the fall. 
 
All of this excitement and momentum is coming as we approach the 
summer months of June, July, and August.  Those months where we 
set our minds on summer vacations and trips, days at the beach or 
golf course, a time to slow down and rest a bit.  Unfortunately too often 
we also start to lose our momentum and habit of getting to church for 
worship.  I realize that Sunday school takes a break, the choirs and 
bell groups get a well earned break as well, but worship still happens.  
God has not taken a break from being active in our lives and in the 
world and the ministry of this church doesnôt stop either, it just takes on 
a different shape.  In late June, the Confirmation students attend Con-
firmation Camp at Calumet.  In July a team of high school youth will be 
venturing to the Adirondack Mountains for a week of service to that 
community.  That same week over 400 youth will arrive in Ledyard for 
ñService on the Soundò, a week-long service to this community.  The 
Soup Kitchen Team will still be serving the meal at the Meal Center in 
New London and yes, we will worship with two services each Sunday 
of the summer.  The church is active in this world and community even 
during the slower pace of the summer months. 
 
So even though school will be out soon, Iôd like to give you some sum-
mer homework.  First, if youôre in town on Sunday during the summer, 
come and worship with us.  Secondly, Iôd like you to think about what it 
is about St. Luke that makes you want to be a part of this ministry.  
Think about what brings you joy and fills you with Godôs Spirit.  Then I 
want you to think of a friend, neighbor, co-worker, whoever it might be 
in your life who you think would enjoy having those same things in 
their life.  Invite them to join you on a Sunday morning, invite them to 
lunch or brunch afterwards to talk about St. Luke and what it means to 
have that relationship with Jesus.  Pastor Steve talked about Jesusô 
command to reach out in love to those around us, displaying that 
bumper sticker on your car, and sharing Godôs love.  Christ makes life 
wonderfully exciting, wonôt you help us share that excitement with your 
friends and neighbors this summer? 
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3)Lutheran Perspectives highlight Lutheran theological insights and catechetical connections drawn from  
particular passages. 
 
4) Faith Reflections provide commentary and questions that encourage life application. 
 
One reviewer wrote this: 

The best parts of Lutheran Study Bible are the essays which deal with how Luther read the Bible 

and how we, in turn, read and interpret it. In Mary Jane Haemig's essay on Luther and the Bible, 

she quotes Luther's statement "Christ's teaching should be orally continued giving no command 

that it should be written". Luther saw the introduction of the mechanically printed Bibles, and 

considered the need for the printed word to be `a serious decline and a lack of the Spirit which 

necessity forced upon us...' I am profoundly with Luther on this point, which is why Bible Study, 

the weekly lectionary readings and the weekly sermon are my most effective paths to spiritual-

ity. This is also why this `Book of Life' initiative is important to Lutherans.  

 
This new study Bible also contains many illustrated maps, diagrams, and charts.  The Lutheran Bible Study 
will sell for $34.99 in stores but is available in hardcover through the church for just $25.00 a copy.  If you 
would like to purchase one, please make out a check to ñSt. Luke Lutheran Churchò for $25 and mark in the 
memo area ñLutheran Study Bible.ò  Give your check to Pastor Steve, Pastor Sean, or Ruth and they will give 
you your copy. 
 
A sample of the new Lutheran Study Bible will be available to see during the Sundays in June in the front 
foyer.  Stop by and give it a look.  Better yet, purchase one and give it a good reading! 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Shoreline Ringers, a community handbell choir, returns to St. Luke in June for the final performance 
of their spring concert series.  The group last performed here in 2007, playing to a full house during 

a benefit concert for Helmut Steinnagel.  You will recognize many of the ringers, as several are 
members of St. Luke, or have family ties to St. Luke.  The group rings 5 octaves of handbells and  

5 ½ octaves of hand chimes. They present a program of challenging and entertaining handbell  
music, including both popular and classical selections.  Come and enjoy a musical evening with 

these talented ringers on Friday, June 19
th
, at 7:30 PM. Admission is free.  Freewill offerings will be  

accepted.  For a preview and more information about Shoreline Ringers visit their website  
www.shorelineringers.org 

Shoreline Ringers 
 

return to St. Luke 

 

for a Concert  on 

 

Friday, June 19 

 

at  

 

7:30 PM 
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Discipleship Ministry for Youth, Family and Adults  
 

Contact Fawnie by email at fawn@stluke.info or at church 860-464-7897                                        

 

 

Lawnchair Drive-In  

at St. Lukeôs

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Family Night Out 
 

June 12th starting at 6:30 p.m. 

Movie Title 

Popcorn and Drinks provided 

CLUB507       j.walkers      Families 
 

Join us at the Church Picnic and try your hand at 
 

 The Obstacle Course.  
 

Have fun going against 

your parents, children or 

friends. 

Starting around 4:00 p.m.  

W
ednesday 

 

Bible S
tu

dy 

 

10:00ð
11:3

0 a
.m

. 
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Discipleship Ministry for Youth, Family and Adults  

 

Family Bowling Day 
 

 at Holiday Bowl 

Womenôs Retreat 
Sisterôs of Mercy 

Watch Hill, RI 


