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Godės Work ĕ Our Hands  

Congregational Council Sets Theme for 2010 

BUILDING COMMUNITY  

             The Congregational Council continued the 
           tradition started last year of holding a council 
           retreat shortly after the annual meeting.  The 
                                         council gathered at Camp Whightman for an 
            overnight retreat that worked on building 
                                          a strong team.  Pastor Steve led the council 
                                          through the Myers Briggs Type Indicator 
and how their own personality type can be used to create an effective 
team spirit on the council. 
 
Part of the weekend allowed Pastor Steve and Pastor Sean to present 
some of their vision and hope for the coming year.  The council  
decided that they would adopt  BUILDING COMMUNITY as our 
theme for 2010 (see ñPastorôs Penò on page 2 for more details on 
some initiatives that are being planned).  The council will be inviting all 
the teams to consider this theme as they develop programs and 
events for this coming year. 
 
The retreat concluded with Pastor Sean leading a discussion on the 
first chapter of the book, The Future Starts Now: The Renewable  
Organization for Faith-Based Groups.  The council will be reading this 
book together during the year and using it as a springboard for 
reflection and discussion during ñleadership developmentò which is 
part of each council meeting.  Two questions asked in this first chapter 
are ñWhat three words would you use to describe your faith  
community?ò and ñWhat three words do you think the people in your 
neighborhood or community would use to describe your faith  
community?ò  
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Pastorõs Pen 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
We often speak about our 
church  as a ñcommunity of faith.ò  We also speak of it as a ñfamily.ò  
Yet we realize that as St Luke has grown over the years, including 
developing two Sunday worship services, that we don't know every-
one in our community.  Even those who worship at the same hour  
can be anonymous if they donôt wear their name tags.  
 
The Congregational Council adopted at its retreat in February the 
theme for 2010 of ñBuilding Community.ò  We remain committed to  
extending our welcome to all and growing our community.  However, 
we also want to develop ways to strengthen the ties of those who are 
already faithful members of St. Luke.  We hope that 2010 will be the 
beginning of strengthening those ties among us and fostering a truly 
welcoming community that is committed to building stronger  
relationships within our faith community. 
 

One initiative will be held this month on the evening of 
Palm Sunday, March 28, at 5 PM.  We will hold a series 
of DINNERS FOR EIGHT throughout our congregation.  
Host families are now being recruited and very soon an 
open invitation to all members of the congregation will be 

sent to participate in one of DINNERS FOR EIGHT. The Fellowship 
Team is responsible for the assigning of guests to each host home 
with the intent of gathering a group of people who probably don't 
know each other well.  We will have some who attend the early  
service and some who go to the late service.  Some newer members 
mixed with some who have been members for quite awhile.  We want 
to mix things up and hope to create a wonderful evening where peo-
ple will walk away with some new names to put to faces and a 
greater appreciation of the rich diversity that is present at St. Luke.  I 
hope everyone will attend a DINNER OF EIGHT.  
 
After Easter we will be launch a ñWear Your Name Tag Sundayò 
each month.  Wearing a name tag is an easy way to help facilitate 
our community in learning each otherôs name. If you donôt have a 
name tag one can be easily be ordered for you. 
 
In the fall a new initiative will be launched by the Evangelism Team to 
reach those who do not know much about Christianity or might even 
be a little hostile toward it.  The course ñSimply Christianò will be  
offered with each weekly session consisting of a shared meal, video 
presentation and small group discussion of the topic for the night. 
 
I am excited that Building Community , by both strengthening it and 
expanding it, will be one focus for 2010. Watch for ways that you can 
help this theme become realized here at St .Luke. 
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 March 28, 2010  

 8:00 and 11:00  Blessing of Palms and the  

    Reading of the Passion Story  

    Holy Communion at Both Services  

 5:00 PM   Dinner for Eight with childcare  

    available at the church  

 

 April 1, 2010  

 7:30 PM   Maundy Thursday Worship with  

    Individual Absolution  

    Holy Communion  

    Stripping of the Altar  

 

 

 April 2, 2010   

 9:00 AM   Children Good Friday Activities  

 12 Noon   Stations of the Cross  

 7:30 PM   Service of Tenebrae  

    òSeven Last Words of Christó 

 

 

      April 4, 2010  

   

            8:00, 9:30, and 11AM  

        Festive Celebrations of the  

        Resurrection with special music by  

        Senior Choir and Handbell Choirs  

          and  Brass  

 


